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Subjects
Key Stage 3 (Y7-9):
English
Maths
Science
Geography
History
Religious Education
French
Spanish
Physical Education
Computer Science
Art
Performing Arts
Design Technology
Personal Development

Key Stage 4 (Y10-11):

English
Maths
Art
Business Studies
Religious Education
Food Science
French
Spanish
Geography
Health & Social Care
Combined Science
Triple Science: Biology, 
Chemistry & Physics

History
Computer Science
Design Technology
Sports Studies
Performing Arts
Psychology
DIT
GCSE PE
Photography
Sociology
Personal 
Development
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What are knowledge organisers?

For students to succeed in a particular area, they must have a foundation of factual knowledge, understand those 
facts in the context of a conceptual framework and organise knowledge in order to facilitate retrieval and application. 
We can see knowledge organisers as a way to enable this, in a much more systematic way than traditional revision 
guides and textbooks.

There are many arguments made for the necessity of the memorisation of important knowledge. Our working 
memory capacity is limited, so by storing more in our long-term memory, we can free up working memory capacity.

Knowledge organisers are a summary of the key facts and essential knowledge that pupils need about a unit of work 
or a curriculum subject.  Each page contains the essential information broken down into easily digestible chunks.  Each 
single side of A4 is important to focus the minds of the teachers creating them so they only include what’s crucial. 

Pupils will review, revise and quiz themselves using their knowledge organisers. 
Knowledge organisers are a really clear and easy to understand way for parents to be more aware of what their 
children are learning at school and thus to support them whilst they revise/test themselves at home.
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How to use your Knowledge Organiser?
What is a Knowledge Organiser and how will it help me ?
It is an organised collection of knowledge that you need to know and learn for every topic you study in every subject. It will 
help you to be successful in your tests and exams. 
Your teacher will use the knowledge organiser in your lessons. They will ask you to refer to various sections - they might talk 
this through and/or ask you to make key notes in your books or to highlight certain sections on your knowledge organiser. 
Your teacher will set homework, where you will be asked to learn key knowledge from your knowledge organiser - you will 
then be tested in lessons regularly via short quizzes. 

Do I have to bring my Knowledge Organiser every day ? 
Yes, you do. It is one of our key expectations that you bring your knowledge organiser to every lesson, every day in your 
special Knowledge Organiser bag. Your Form Tutor will check this every morning.
 
Is there anything I could use to support me when using my knowledge organiser ? 
Some people find post it’s handy to stick onto their knowledge organiser pages - these are useful for extra notes. Small white 
revision/flash cards are helpful so you can write key facts down. These can then be placed up around the house to help your 
revision. 

How should I use my Knowledge Organiser to help me learn ? 
There are lots of ways to use your knowledge organiser - the key to success is to find what works for you. The table below 
shows you some different ways to use them. 4
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What can be found in knowledge 
organisers?

Some of the core knowledge you can find in your knowledge organiser includes: 

• key vocabulary / terminology (tier 3 vocabulary)
• key knowledge that students will require to have memorised for the subject
• key places and people
• useful diagrams (as required for the topic)
• key dates for a subject like history (e.g. when the two World Wars were) would 

clearly also be included
• key information they should know before starting the topic
• important quotes (that demonstrate those themes)
• important equations
• key academic language (tier 2 vocabulary)
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Learn, Cover, Write, Correct

the page

red
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Practice makes Permanent
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The Essential Steps for ‘Revising’
Limit distractions Find a nice 

space to revise 
in

Create and use 
a revision 
timetable. No 
cramming.

Set an alarm and 
start early

Work in intensive 
blocks of time (25 
mins works well)

The more you put 
in, the more you 
get out

Get plenty of 
sleep

Eat well Ask your teachers 
for help



Mathematics
Topics covered from the beginning of the academy year to the end of this 
half-term.

AUT 2:

4.    Working in the Cartesian plane
5.    Representing Data
6. Tables and probability

AUT 1:

1. Ratio and scale
2 Multiplicative change
3.   Multiplying and dividing    
Fractions
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MATHS TOPIC – 4 WORKING IN THE 
CARTESIAN PLANE
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MATHS TOPIC – 5 REPRESENTING 
DATA
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MATHS TOPIC – 6  TABLES AND 
PROBABILITY
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MATHS TOPIC – 6  TABLES AND 
PROBABILITY
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MATHS TOPIC – 5 REPRESENTING 
DATA
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MATHS TOPIC – 6  TABLES AND 
PROBABILITY
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English
Topics covered from the beginning of the academy year to the end of this 
half-term.

AUT 1:

1. Animal Farm – George 
Orwell

AUT 2:

2. Changing the world –
rhetoric in speeches 
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English

19
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Science
Topics covered from the beginning of the academy year to the end of this 
half-term.

AUT 1:

1. Variation
2. Interdependence
3. Energy

AUT 2:

4. Energy Transfer
5. Earth Structure
6. Breathing
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Year 8 Variation

22



Year 8 Interdependence
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Year 8 Energy transfer
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Year 8 Earth Structure
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Year 8 Breathing
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Geography
Topics covered from the beginning of the academy year to the end of this 
half-term.

AUT 1: Africa

1. Misconceptions
2. Biomes & adaptations
3. Population distribution
4. Tribe culture

AUT 2: USA

5. Tectonic hazards
6. weather hazards
7. Biomes and adaptations
7. Geopolitics
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History
Topics covered from the beginning of the academy year to the end of this 
half-term.

AUT 1:

1. African Kingdoms and 
the enslavement of 
African people

AUT 2:

2.    The British Empire and 
its impact on the world
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History

33



34



Religious Education
Topics covered from the beginning of the academy year to the end of this 
half-term.

AUT 1:

1. Hinduism 

Later on in the year:

3. Humanism 
4. Evil and Suffering 

AUT 2:

2. Sikhism 
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Religious 
Education
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Computer Science
Topics covered from the beginning of the academy year to the end of this 
half-term.

AUT 1:

1. IDEA (bronze/silver 
award)

AUT 2:

2.  Computational thinking 
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Performing Arts: 
Music and Drama

Topics covered from the beginning of the academy year to the end of this 
half-term.
AUT 1:

Drama
1. Communication
2. Confidence
3. Collaboration

Music
1. Confidence
2. Pitch
3. Collaboration

AUT 2:

Drama
4.  The Terrible fate of 
Humpty Dumpty
5.  Basic Acting Skills

Music
4. Melody/Harmony
5. Voice/Projection
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3. Performance Techniques – 
1. Tableaux – When you 

highlight something 
significant in a scene through 
acting skills.

2. Thought-Track – When you 
speak your characters 
thoughts/feelings out loud 
to an audience.

3. Soundscape – A series of 
sounds created by actors 
that create a setting or 
suggest a scene. 

4. Choral Speech – A group of 
performers say lines at the 
same time. 

5. Flashback – scenes that 
show the past - seconds, 
minutes, days or years 
before a dramatic 
moment.

6. Flashforward – scenes 
where the action jumps 
ahead to the future of the 
narrative.

7. Proxemics – The space 
between characters on stage 
that shows their 
relationship.

Subject: PERFORMING ARTS – DRAMA                YEAR 8                                                    Topic: SCORNBURY 
MANOR

1. Acting Skills – Physical

Body 
Language

How an actor uses their 
body to communicate 
meaning. For example, 
crossing your arms could 
mean you are fed up.

Facial 
Expressions

A form of non-verbal 
communication that 
expresses the way you are 
feeling, using your face.

Gestures A movement of part of the 
body, especially a hand or 
the head, to express an 
emotion or meaning.

Posture The position .an actor 
holds their body when 
sitting or standing. For 
example, an upright 
posture

Gait The way an actor walks.

Stance The way you position 
yourself when standing to 
communicate your role. 
An elderly person would 
have a different stance to 
a child. 

2. Acting Skills – Voice

Projection Ensuring your voice is loud 
and clear for the audience to 
hear.

Volume How loudly or quietly you 
say something 
(Shouting/Whispering)

Tone The way you say something 
in order to communicate 
emotions (Eg, Angry, 
worried, shocked)

Pace The speed of what you say.

Pitch How high or low your voice 
is.

Pause Moments of pause can 
create tension or show that 
you are thinking.

Accent Use of an accent tells the 
audience where the 
character is from.

Emphasis Changing the way a word or 
part of a sentence is said, to 
emphasise it/make it stand 
out. Example – “How could 
YOU do that?” Or “How 
could you do THAT?”

4. Production Disciplines –

Costume Design

Marketing 

Set Design
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6. Key characters – 
Mr/Master Scornbury
Miss Henson
Miss Green 
Witch 

5. Overview of Topic
You will develop an understanding of 
the horror genre. You will be able to 
explore your creativity, inventiveness 
and imagination using performance 
techniques and creating characters 
exploring a haunted house. 
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S E C O N D A R Y / K E Y S T A G E 3 M U S I C – O F F B E A T K N O W L E D G E O R G A N I S E R

© W W W . M U S I C A L C O N T E X T S . C O . U K

MENTO SKA ROCK STEADY
A form of Jamaican FOLK

MUSIC like CALYPSO popular in 
the 1950’s.

Fast dance music that emerged in the 1950’s fusing
American R&B with MENTO rhythms and featuring

ELECTRIC GUITARS, JAZZY HORN SECTIONS and
characteristic OFFBEAT RHYTHMS.

A more vocal style of dance music

which used RIFFS, SIMPLE HARMONIES, 

OFFBEAT RHYTHMS and
a strong BASS LINE.

Offbeat Exploring Reggae and Syncopation

A. How did Reggae develop? B. Where is Jamaica? C. What are Reggae Songs About?

REGGAE is one of the traditional musical styles from JAMAICA. It developed from :

REGGAE

Reggae was first heard in the UK in the 1950’s when immigrants began to settle. During the 1960’s, people began importing singles 
from Jamaica to sell in UK shops. Now, Reggae is known as the national music of Jamaica.

Reggae is closely associated with
RASTAFARIANISM (a religious movement
worshipping Haile Selassie as the Messiah 
and that black people are the chosen 
people and will eventually return to their 
African homeland). The LYRICS of Reggae 
songs are strongly influenced by 
Rastafarianism and are often political 
including themes such as LOVE, 
BROTHERHOOD, PEACE, POVERTY, ANTI- 
RACISM, OPTIMISM and FREEDOM.

D. Offbeat Rhythms & Syncopation E. Musical Features of Reggae F. Reggae Key Words G. Who was Bob Marley?
OFFBEAT RHYTHMS – Rhythms that emphasise or OFFBEAT RHYTHMS AND CHORDS (see D) 1. MELODY – The main ‘tune’ of a piece of music, BOB MARLEY was a

famous reggae singer,
SONGWRITER, and
musician who first became famous in
his band The Wailers, and later as a 
SOLO ARTIST. He was born Nesta 
Robert Marley on February 6th, 1945 in 
Nine Mile, Saint Ann, Jamaica. Although 
he grew up in poverty, he surrounded 
himself with music and met some of the 
future members of The Wailers. Bob 
Marley became involved in the 
Rastafarian movement and this 
influenced his music style greatly. Bob 
Marley and The Wailers worked with 
several famous musicians before
becoming famous on their own. His 
career flourished and he became a 
cultural icon. He was the first 
international superstar to have been 
born in poverty in a Third- World 
country.

stress the WEAK BEATS OF A BAR. In music that is in SYNCOPATED RHYTHMS AND MELODIES (see D) often sung by the LEAD SINGER.
4/4 time, the first beat of the bar is the strongest, the SUNG LYRICS (see C) 2. IMPROVISATION – Previously unprepared
third the next strongest and the second and fourth are
weaker. Emphasising the second and fourth beats of the 

bar gives a “missing beat feel” to the rhythm and

makes the music sound OFFBEAT, often emphasised by the 
BASS DRUM or a RIM SHOT (hitting the edge of a
SNARE DRUM) in much Reggae music.

LEAD SINGER often with BACKING SINGERS sometimes singing 

in CALL AND RESPONSE (see F3) accompanied by a Reggae band 

which often features: BRASS INSTRUMENTS and

SAXOPHONES, ELECTRIC GUITARS, BASS GUITAR, KEYBOARDS, 

DRUMS AND PERCUSSION INSTRUMENTS. VOCAL AND 

INSTRUMENTAL IMPROVISATIONS (see F2)
MELODIC RIFFS (see F5)
SLOW, RELAXED (‘chilled!’) TEMPO 4/4 METRE/TIME 
SIGNATURE

Most Reggae songs are structured in VERSE AND 

CHORUS/POPULAR SONG FORM.
SIMPLE HARMONIES (see F4)

performance.
3.CALL AND RESPONSE – Similar to a “Question and 
Answer” often the call sung by the lead singer and 
answered by the backing singers or instruments (the 
response) – musical dialogue.
4.SIMPLE HARMONIES – using a limited number of 
CHORDS, mainly PRIMARY TRIADS such as the TONIC, 
DOMINANT and SUBDOMINANT chords.

5.RIFF – A repeated musical pattern. Often the
BASS GUITAR played repeated MELODIC BASS

SYNCOPATION – A way of changing a rhythm by making THICK TEXTURAL RIFFS in Reggae songs.

some notes a bit LAYERS (see F9) 6. BASS/BASS LINE – The lowest pitched part of a

early, often so they “The Reggae piece of music often played by the BASS GUITAR
cross over the main Trifle” is an in Reggae which plays an important role.

beat of the music example of how 7. CHORD – 2 or more notes played together in
giving the music a many Reggae HARMONY.
further OFFBEAT
feel – another 
common feature 
of Reggae music.

songs are
‘layered’.

8. RHYTHM – A series of long and short sounds.
9. TEXTURE – Layers of sound combined to make music.
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S E C O N D A R Y / K E Y S T A G E 3 M U S I C – A L L T H A T J A Z Z K N O W L E D G E O R G A N I S E R

© W W W . M U S I C A L C O N T E X T S . C O . U K

Exploring Jazz and The Blues

A. Jazz and Blues Key Words

RIFF/OSTINATO – Short, repeated musical patterns often used in SOLOS.
IMPROVISATION – music created ‘on the spot’ (previously unprepared 
performance)
SEVENTH CHORD – a TRIAD (root, third and fifth) with a fourth note added 
which is seven notes about the root/tonic. C7 = C , E, G (triad) + B flat.
SWING/SWUNG RHYTHM – performing a regular ‘straight’ rhythm with a ‘lilt’
in a “ONE and A, TWO and A” style (using TRIPLETS) common in swing music.

B. The Twelve Bar Blues
Some or all of these chords can be SEVENTH CHORDS (7)

CHORD I CHORD I CHORD I CHORD I
CHORD IV CHORD IV CHORD I CHORD I
CHORD V CHORD IV CHORD I CHORD I

C. The Blues Scale

BLUES SCALE – a series of notes often used within
improvisations in blues music (the Blues Scale on C is shown to the right).
BLUE NOTES – additional or extra sharpened or flattened notes in a melody.

D. Instruments of Jazz and Blues
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Physical Education
Topics covered from the beginning of the academy year to the end of this 
half-term.

AUT 1:

1. Multi skills and 
assessment

2. Invasion games
3. Basketball

AUT 2:

4.  Net and Wall
5.  Handball
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Physical 
Education
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PE: Basketball

53 53



PE: Badminton
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PE: Handball
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Design 
Technology
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Personal 
Development
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